'           STAGE CONFIDENCES
play once settled upon, seem to think it veritable sacrilege to alter it, no matter how good the reason for an alteration ; and a suggestion offered to a star is generally considered an impertinence. In studying my part of Rosalia, the convict's wife, a very pretty bit of " business " occurred to my mind. I was to wear the black cross so commonly seen on the breast of the Roman peasant women, and once at an outbreak of Conrad's, I thought if I raised that cross without speaking, and he drooped before it, it would be effective and quite appropriate, as he was supposed to be superstitiously devout. I mentioned it to young Salvini, who cried eagerly, "Did you tell my father — did he see it ?"
" Good heavens !" I answered, " do you suppose I would presume to suggest 'business ' to a Salvini ? Besides, could anything new be found for him in a play he has acted for twenty years ? No, I have not told your father, nor do I intend to take such a liberty."
But next morning, when we came to that from a sob, and  added,   "Yes,   they've
